GLOBAL HISTORY REVIEW: CULTURE - NEOLITHIC REVOLUTION – RIVER VALLEY CIVILIZATION 
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                       How civilizations were first formed:
                      At first, humans lived as nomadic hunters and gathers.
                                Then, people in the Middle East changed from nomads to settled                      

                          people once they learned to grow food and domesticate animals –
                    this movement from a nomadic life to a settled life is known as the …
NEOLITHIC REVOLUTION


The first Civilizations were River Valley Civilizations -
People chose to settle in river valleys because those areas provided:

· Good soil for farming due to the yearly floods, known as silt
· Transportation 
· Access to a water supply for irrigation, drinking and bathing
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Neolithic Revolution and early civilizations
	Terms 
	Events 
	People 

	Nomad

permanent settlements
domestication 

civilization 

Writing systems- Cuneiform- hieroglyphics – Sanskrit  

Fertile Crescent

cultural diffusion 
	Hammurabi’s Code
specialization 

social class structure
terracing farming 

traditional economy

Agricultural

Technology
Oracle Bones 
	Neolithic Revolution
	Mary Leakey(Lucy) 
River Valley Civilizations 

Mesopotamia

Egypt

Indus

Huang He



1. What were the political, economic, geographic and social changes brought about as a result of the Neolithic Revolution. (Or how did the Neolithic Revolution create major changes to human’s way of life?) 
2. Characteristics of civilization- Specialized Workers, Complex Institutions , Record Keeping, Advanced Cities and Technology 

3. List 2-4 characteristics of the following early civilizations. Mesopotamia, Egypt,  Indus and  Huang He.
4. How did geographic factors of rivers, deserts, mountains, and seas influence the development of early civilizations?

Regents Regulars: NEED TO KNOW VOCABULARY

CULTURE – NEOLITHIC REVOLUTION – RIVER VALLEY CIVILIZATIONS

	Terms to Know 
	Definitions 
	Box to help remember. 

	Culture


	
	

	civilizations 


	
	

	nomads


	
	

	Neolithic Revolution


	
	

	Fertile Crescent 


	
	

	Nile River


	
	

	Code of Hammurabi


	
	


Most covered topics in the Regents questions:
1. _____________________________________

2. _____________________________________

3. _____________________________________

4. _____________________________________
River Valley Civilization – Past Regents Questions
	1. Which statement most accurately describes how geography affected the growth of the ancient civilizations of Egypt and Mesopotamia?

(1) River valleys provided rich soil to grow plentiful crops.
(2) Large deserts provided many mineral deposits.

(3) Access to the Atlantic Ocean provided trade routes.

(4) Large savanna areas provided protection from invaders.
2. During which period did the domestication of animals and growing of crops first occur?

(1) Iron Age

  (3) Old Stone Age

(2) Neolithic Revolution
  (4) Scientific Revolution

Base your answer to question 3  on the diagram below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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4. What is the best title for this diagram?

(1) Elements of Belief Systems

(2) Characteristics of Classical Civilizations
(3) Benefits of the Counter Reformation

(4) Changes during the Neolithic Revolution
5. Which geographic feature had the greatest influence on the development of ancient civilizations?

(1) dense forests
(3) smooth coastlines

(2) mountain passes 
(4) river valleys
6. The Code of Hammurabi was a major contribution to the development of civilization because it

(1) treated citizens and slaves equally

(2) ended all physical punishment

(3) recorded existing laws for all to see
(4) rejected the principle of filial piety
7. The geographic isolation of a society most often leads to the

(1) development of trade

(2) strengthening of traditional culture
(3) promotion of cultural diffusion

(4) growth of international alliances
	8. Which heading best completes this partial outline?
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(1) Egypt—Gift of the Nile

(2) Mesopotamia—Land Between the Rivers
(3) China’s Sorrow—Huang He River

(4) Harappa—City on the Indus

9. Hammurabi’s code of laws and Qin dynasty legalism are similar in that both promoted the

idea that

(1) worship of leaders will maintain the power of an empire

(2) an informed citizenry will help maintain peace and prosperity

(3) equality of the people is the most important goal of government

(4) harsh punishments for crimes will lead to a more orderly society
Base your answer to question 10 on the diagram below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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10. Which title best completes this diagram?

(1) Elements of a Civilization

(2) Features of a Nomadic Lifestyle
(3) Basic Components of the Paleolithic Age

(4) Human Life 50,000 Years Ago

11. Early peoples who moved frequently as they searched for the food they needed for survival are called

(1) hunters and gatherers
(3) subsistence farmers

(2) village dwellers

(4) guild members


Culture: the way people live


A people’s unique way of life; as shown by its tools, traditions, food, arts and beliefs. 








Cultural Diffusion:


mixing of cultures


The spreading of ideas or goods from 


one culture to another.








Nomads: 


people who moved from place to place in search of food








The Neolithic Revolution was important because it resulted in the building of permanent cities and the development of different social classes.








Revolution = Change








Advanced form of society; people live in cities, have complex institutions (ex. Governments) and use some form of writing.








Civilization:








Egypt –


Founded along the 


Nile River,


Located in 


Northeast Africa








Indus –


Founded along the


Indus River,


located in India








China –


Founded along the


Yellow River,


also known as the Huang He River, located in China








Mesopotamia –


Founded along the


Tigris River and Euphrates Rivers,


known as the fertile crescent, located in the Middle East








Egypt –


Founded along the Nile River,


Located in


Northeast Africa








Egypt –


Founded along the Nile River,


Located in


Northeast Africa








Egypt –


Founded along the Nile River,


Located in


Northeast Africa








Egypt 


Founded along the Nile River,


Located in


Northeast Africa








Ancient Egypt


Astronomy –


The scientific study of matter in outer space





Medical advances -


developed medications and techniques in surgery, mummification to preserve bodies after death





Architecture –


temples, monuments and pyramids


(many that have survived until today)





Calendar –


to predict flooding of the Nile River, very similar to the calendar we follow today





Hieroglyphics –


Egyptian picture-writing that was cut out of stone or written on papyrus (paper)








Mesopotamia


sailboat, wheel,


sundial – first time-keeping instrument, clock





Cuneiform –


Symbol-writing developed by the Sumerians in Mesopotamia





Code of Hammurabi:


First known legal system


Hammurabi was a powerful ruler who created the first collection of written laws in history, 


the laws established standards of justice; 


the punishments were very harsh. 


 (ex. “An eye for an eye”)


All social classes were not treated equally.





Hint – Code of Hammurabi is almost always asked about on the exam with other codes of laws including 


Twelve Tables and Justinian Code.








Indus





Known for their elaborate cities designed with a system of roads








China


Developed system writing that contained symbols to depict both pictures and ideas, the system of writing contained thousands of characters





Silk-Making
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