Name _________________________________





Group nation

	Judge 
	Accrues 
	Defender

	
	
	

	
	
	


Instructions for “Trials of the Absolutists”

The 1600s were a time of state-building and power struggles.  

· Was Absolutism the ideal political form to deal with the crises of the Late 16th to mid-18th century? (1550-1740)
	France 
	England 
	Spain 
	Russia 
	Prussia 
	Austria

	Louis XIV 

(Bourbon Dynasty)
	James I 

Charles I

(Stuart Dynasty)
	Phillip II

(Habsurg Dynasty)
	Peter The Great 

(Romanov Dynasty) 
	Frederick William I

(Hohenzollern Dynasty) 
	Leopold I
Emperor Charles VI
(Habsurg Dynasty) 


Your group will put an absolutist monarch on trial.  At issue is the following:  “________ was a poor leader of his state at a time when the state needed effective leadership.   Instead, this leader was unnecessarily harsh and ambitious, concerned far too much with his own reputation than the good of the country.  Given the context of 17th-century Europe, _________ was a poor leader by comparison with the leaders in other states.”  Using your notes, conduct your specific trial as follows:

· Judges should explain how absolutism made sense for the challenges of the time period and describe the characteristics of an absolute monarch. They should also summarize the situations in all of Europe- Western Europe: England, France and Spain, as well as Eastern Europe: Prussia, Austria, Sweden, and the Ottoman Empire.  

· Defenders should argue that the specific monarch used methods that were similar to those of other leadership in the time period (with specific examples from other countries!).  While not minimizing some difficulties, defenders should argue that the monarch was responsible for a great deal of progress as well, especially considering the challenges he faced.  

· Accusers should create a list of actions and characteristics they think show the monarch to have been a poor leader.  They should also anticipate defender arguments that the monarch was just like other leaders and try to think of ways in which the specific monarch was harsh or mistaken.  

· After preparation time, conduct the trial (10 minutes at most).

· Judges first lay out European trends and the key events

· Defenders make arguments to convince their judge that the monarch was a strong leader, or at least not a poor one.

· Accusers make counter-arguments.

· Accusers make arguments to convince their judge that the monarch was too harsh and a poor leader.

· Defenders have the last word.

· Judges need to be prepared to summarize their decisions and reasoning for the entire class.

Use the Textbook for some help- some outside research may be required to help you complete your argument. 
Keep a list of references that you used. 
Nation:_____________ Time period(_______)
Judge-(Group member name(s)_______________)

	Characteristics  of the time period
	Characteristics of an absolute monarch.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Defenders-(Group member name(s)_______________)

	Characteristics of the Nation : ___________
	Actions taken by Monarch(s) of your nation
	Impact on the nations 

	
	
	


Accusers- Group member name(s)_______________)

	Characteristics of the Nation : ___________
	Actions taken by Monarch(s) of your nation
	Impact on the nations 

	
	
	


Judges need to be prepared to summarize their decisions and reasoning for the entire class.

Who won defender or accusers?  Why?_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

