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AP European History Curriculum and Course Syllabus 2012-13
Peter Anderson

Panderson@albany.k12.ny.us, 454-3987

South House Office 225, Classroom Room 230   __________________________________________________________________________

COURSE OVERVIEW AND DESCRIPTION:
The Advanced Placement course in European History is designed to be
 a college-level course taught in a high school classroom.  AP European History
 demands college-level work from the students enrolled in the course.  We will
 cover the social, geographic, cultural, religious, military, and philosophical
 aspects of European history from the High Middle Ages (1300s) to the present.  AP European History is divided into two semesters: 1) the Late Middle Ages through the French Revolution and 2) the Industrial Revolution to the present.  These areas are studied from a variety of perspectives with the goal of providing an unbiased view of history.   
The ultimate goal of this class is to prepare the students for the Advanced Placement exam in the spring.  Through extensive use of secondary and primary sources, the course emphasizes reading comprehension, writing, research, and analytical thinking skills to develop students’ understanding of European history, which is essential for success on the AP exam.  This AP European History course will require the development of the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format.  The students will learn to examine history through the use of historiography and make analytical interpretations of historical documents.  Verbal participation in class discussions and collaborative interaction will be important to success in this course.  What sets AP European History apart from traditional secondary courses is the amount of reading required (8 or more pages per night, more than 800 pages throughout the 157 days of class).  Reading the text is the most basic KEY TO SUCCESS in any college-level history class! 
For a full course description visit:  

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/repository/ap-european-history-course-description.pdf
COURSE OUTLINE:

	Quarter 1
	Quarter 2
	Quarter 3
	Quarter 4

	1. The Late Middle Ages (circa 1300 to 1400):  a period of transition and creative breakdown.

2. The Renaissance (circa 1400 to 1650) as the first step towards "modernity."

3. The changes in the nature of politics.

4. The impact of religious reform movements.

5. The Age of Religious Wars. 
6. Absolutism vs. Constitutionalism (circa 1500 to 1750).


	1. The impact of the Scientific Revolution (circa 1450 to 1750).

2. The evolution of economics:  manorialism, to mercantilism, to capitalism.

3. The impact of the Enlightenment (circa 1500 to 1789).

4. The French Revolution (circa 1789 to 1815). 
5. The Age of Napoleon (circa 1799 to 1830).


	1. The conflict between conservatism and liberalism (1815 to 1860).

2. The impact of the Industrial Revolution (circa 1750 to 1900).

3. "Realpolitik", nationalism, and nation building (1850 to 1914).

4. Late 19th century European thought.

5. Imperialism (circa 1850 to 1914).

6. The impact of World War I (circa 1914 to 1929).
	1. The rise of Totalitarian Governments (circa 1929 to 1945).

2. The impact of World War II (circa 1939 to 1945).

3. Shifts in power and the legacy of the Cold War (circa 1945 to 1989).

4. The breakdown of Communism (circa 1980 to 1999).

5. Formulating a new Europe (circa 1945 to 1999).




AP EXAM:

· Students will take the AP European History test at noon on May 11th.  There is a separate fee of $87 for the exam that the school collects for the College Board.

· The AP exam grades are mailed directly to the students from the College Board Testing Services, usually during the first week of July.

ABOUT THE EXAM:

The three-hour-and-five-minute exam includes a 55-minute multiple-choice section and a 130-minute free-response section.
SECTION I – MULTIPLE CHOICE:
The 80 multiple-choice questions (in 55-minutes) cover European history from the High Renaissance to the present.  About half of the questions cover the period from 1450 to the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic era, with the second half covering the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic era to the present. Though many questions require you to be familiar with more than one chronological period or theme, for the most part, the subject breakdown is:

· Cultural and intellectual themes -- about one–third

· Political and diplomatic themes -- about one–third

· Social and economic themes -- about one–third

SECTION II – FREE-RESPONSE: DBQ and Thematic Essay Questions
You will have 45 minutes to answer the DBQ and 70 minutes to answer two thematic essay questions.

· The DBQ essay is worth 45 percent of the free-response score

· The two thematic essays together contribute 55 percent of the free-response score
See the following site for a full break down of the exam. 

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/eurohistory/exam.html?eurohist
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1. Students are required to attend class whenever it is scheduled to meet and are responsible for all missed material and assignments if they are absent.

2. Students will receive homework assignments each night, often including weekends.  Homework assignments can take up to two hours per night.  Please be mindful of your workload and plan your time accordingly.

3. Students will be given outside reading assignments and are expected to be prepared for class discussions and group work activities.

4. Students may be given take-home essays as part of their chapter tests.

5. Students will learn how to write a document-based-essay (DBQ), which may be given on a test, as a quiz, or as a take-home assignment.

6. Students will take the AP European History test in May. 

7. Students must sign-up for Mr. Anderson’s Classjump.com page.

COURSE GOALS:

1. Students will be able to formulate opinions, interpret data, and weigh and analyze conflicting historical sources.

2. Students will be able to read and interpret primary source material.

3. Students will be able to understand the nature of the principal players (historical figures) in each era of European history.

4. Students will be able to understand the cause and effect relationship surrounding major historical problems and events.

5. Students will be able to discuss the significance of the arts that developed during each historical period that is studied.

6. Students will be able to demonstrate an historical perspective enabling them to see the various theories and trends that run throughout the study of European history. (Change over time)

7. Students will be able to discuss and weigh historical evidence, helping them to formulate opinions about the different eras, people, and events that will be studied throughout the school year. 

8. Students will understand the significance of geography and resources with regard to the development of European nations.
COURSE METHODOLOGY: (not limited to the following methods)

· Large/small group discussion/debates/ seminars
· Writing (formal and informal)
· Direct instruction

· Research/book reviews

· Group presentations

· Outside reading of primary/secondary sources

· Cooperative learning and group activities  

· Video clips and movies

Mr. Anderson will guide you through the process; however you are responsible for actively acquiring and constructing knowledge by completing all assigned reading and activities.
COURSE ASSESSMENT: (Rough break down) 

Grading system per quarter:  
Essays = 


20% of the quarterly grade

Tests =



20% of the quarterly grade
Quizzes/Homework =

35% of the quarterly grade 




Activity/ Participation =
25% of the quarterly grade

           

HOMEWORK POLICY:

Student homework will consists of reading the assigned section of a chapter, summarizing, outlining the section, and writing down and defining the key terms, dates, names, people, places, and concepts.  In addition to readings in the primary text, students will be assigned selected readings from a number of primary and secondary source books.  Students will be expected to keep a separate section in their notebooks for document analysis sheets to go with these readings.  During the year each student will be given a chance to lead a class discussion regarding the outside readings.  Students will have homework MOST days of the week.  Chapter outline homework assignments will often be followed the next day by a short quiz.  The quizzes will be multiple choice or short answer essays and will be timed to correspond with AP testing protocols.  Each homework assignment is worth 10-30 points and each quiz is worth 30-50 points.  Students will be allowed to use their homework on most quizzes;  thus it is imperative that homework is completed regularly.  
TESTING AND ESSAYS:

In addition to homework quizzes, students will have a cumulative test toward the end of each quarter.  Tests will consist of a mix of multiple-choice, constructed response, identifications, and short answer essay questions.  In addition, students will write two or more thematic essays and two or more document-based essays each quarter.  Each essay will also be worth 100 points and will be graded using a rubric molded on the AP grading format.

ADDITIONAL EXPECTATIONS:
Organization:  Students are expected to keep a well-organized notebook of all course-related materials (e.g. syllabus, lecture notes, study guides, homework, quizzes, exams, handouts, etc.) 

Missed Exams:  Students who are absent legitimately on a day a test is given must make up the test on the day they return to class.  If a student is absent for an extended period (e.g., more than five days), an appointment for making-up the test will be made.  (Illegal absences will result in a zero on any missed assignment.) 

Participation:  Students are expected to contribute in class discussions and effectively participate in class activities.  Many of the class sessions will be seminars.  In order for seminars to work, student preparation and participation is critical.  
Supplies:

· You should purchase an AP European Review Book

· Suggestion: AP Achiever: European History by Chris Freiler ($20.45 – Amazon.com, used $8) 
· 1 large spiral notebook (5 subject size)
· 2 folders for hand-outs (you will get a lot) Binder 
· pens for class

· pencils for tests

COURSE THEMES:
	I. INTELLECTUAL AND CULTURAL HISTORY
	II. POLITICAL AND DIPLOMATIC HISTORY
	III. SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC HISTORY

	· The secularization of learning 

· Changes in religious thought and organization 

· Scientific and technological developments and their consequences 

· Major trends in literature and the arts 

· Intellectual and cultural developments as statements of social values and as historical evidence 

· Developments in social, economic, and political thought 

· Development in literacy and communication 

· The diffusion of new intellectual concepts among different social groups 

· Changes in popular culture, such as the development of new attitudes toward religion, family and work 



	· The rise and functioning of the modern state in its various forms 

· The evolution of political elites and the development of political parties and ideologies 

· The extension and limitation of rights and liberties (personal, civic, economic, and political) 

· The development and growth of nationalism 

· Forms of political protest, reform and revolution 

· Colonialism and imperialism: relationship of European and non-European powers, including decolonization 

· Relationship between domestic and foreign policies 

· Efforts to restrain interstate conflict: treaties, balance-of-power diplomacy, and international organizations 

· Techniques and technology of war 


	· The role of urbanization in transforming cultural values and social relationships 

· The shift in social structures from hierarchical orders to modern social classes 

· Hygienic practices, disease, and medicine and their effects on society 

· The development of commercial practices and their economic and social impact 

· The origins, development and consequence of industrialization 

· Changes in the demographic structure of Europe and their consequences 

· Change and continuity in the European family structure and in gender roles 

· The growth of competition and interdependence in national and world markets 

· The relationship between private and state contributions to economic growth; the development of a mixed economy 


TEXTBOOKS:

· Kagan, Donald, Ozment, Steven and Turner, Frank.  The Western Heritage: Since 1300. 9th ed. Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Pearson-Prentice Hall, 2007
· Sherman, Dennis, ed. Western Civilization: Sources, Images and Interpretation, from the Renaissance to the Present, 2nd ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1995

OTHER RESOURCES:

· http://www.historyguide.org/
· http://www.thecaveonline.com/APEH/  This wizard will help you through AP Euro.

· http://www.historyteacher.net  This site has many PowerPoints and other materials you might find helpful.

· http://chaffeyaphistory.homestead.com/EUROPEAN.html  Practice quizzes.

· http://www.angelfire.com/tx/sandersonAP/  Glossary terms. 

· http://www.historychannel.com
· http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/modsbook.asp  Resources.
· http://www.youtube.com 

Search:

· James Burke –  Connections  and The Day that Changed the Universe 

· Kenneth Clark –  Civilization 

CLASS RULES:

     1.  Be Prepared (Required reading completed, outline complete, ready to think and participate). 

     2.  Be seated before class begins.

     3.  Respect yourself and others.
     4.  There will NEVER be a need for you to use an IPOD or CELL PHONE in this class 

· First offense –  Warning

· Second offense – You will be sent to the office and your parents will be called to pick up the device – there is no latitude/discussion in this matter. 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

Cheating is a serious matter.  The parents of a student who has been involved in cheating will be notified and the student will receive a grade of zero for the assignment, test, essay, etc.  For this course cheating is defined as:

· Copying or allowing anyone to copy your answers to questions, exercises, class work, or homework assignments.

· Taking any information verbatim from any source (including the Internet) without giving proper credit to the author or rearranging the order of words and/or changing some words as written by the author and claiming the work as your own, i.e. plagiarism.

· Looking onto another student’s paper during a test or a quiz.

· Having available any study notes or other test aids during a test or quiz without the teacher’s permission.

· Collaborating on assignments when independent work is expected.
· Use of any hand-held device as an aid on any graded material
UNIT SUMMARIES: 

Unit I:  The "Birth" of Modernity.  The Late Middle Ages, the Renaissance and the Age of Discovery.  

Scope of this unit:  Students will study the Late Middle Ages as a period of transition from the ancient to the Renaissance world.  If the Late Middle Ages were chaotic, they were also a period of creative breaking down, which led to the rebirth of Classical ideals and culture that would continue into the 17th century.  Like other changes in history, this "birth" was slow and did not occur uniformly throughout the whole of Europe.  Students will analyze the impact of population decline and subsequent growth during this period and how population trends impacted the economy throughout Europe.  Monarchs imposed new political order in their kingdoms and began to define the notion of kingship differently than their medieval predecessors.  Even areas where there were no central rulers began to impact the political, economic, social, and cultural climate of Europe.  Because of their strategic location and profitable Eurasian trade, the Italian city-states survived the so-called calamities of the late Middle Ages better than their neighbors in Northern Europe.  Wealth allowed  the Italian ruling classes, bankers, and merchants to become patrons of the arts and of education, thus creating a cultural Renaissance that began in the Italian city-states.  However, the Renaissance would impact the nature of politics, the social order, the economy, and religion throughout Europe for several centuries.  The Renaissance would be interpreted differently in each kingdom or state as we see at least two distinct trends of Humanism develop – Italian and Northern Humanism.  The ideas of the Renaissance would explode across Europe with the innovations made to the printing press.  Finally, the passion for intellectual studies, combined with the wealth supplied by the banking industry, the new nationalism of 15th century monarchs, and new technology introduced during this time, provided the impetus for the Age of Discovery, which would force Europe into a new Global era as Europeans increased their contact with peoples from Asia, Africa, and the Americas.  The results of these "discoveries" would have a tremendous impact on the entire world. 

Unit II:  The Reformation and the Age of Religious Wars:

Scope of the unit:

A powerful religious movement spread rapidly throughout northern Europe in the 16th century deeply affecting politics as well as the spiritual lives of men and women.  In a short time hundreds of thousands of people set aside beliefs of centuries and adopted a simplified religious practice.  The late 16th and early 17th centuries saw bloody opposition between Protestants and Catholics.  These conflicts were fueled by genuine religious disputes, political differences, and bitter dynastic rivalries.  In the first half of the 17th century Lutherans, Calvinists, and Catholics marched against each other in the Thirty Years' War and by the middle of the 17th century English Puritans had revolted against the Stuart monarchy. 

Unit III:  The Age of Absolutism and the Age of Reason.

Scope:  Absolute monarchies justified their rule through the guarantee of peace, order, harmony and tranquility.  Rulers believed that anything other than absolutism would result in chaos.  The forms of government in England and France became models for other countries.  English absolutism would eventually be challenged in England, but remained firmly entrenched in France. 

Unit IV:  The French Revolution, the Age of Napoleon, Romanticism and Reaction throughout the 18th and 19th Centuries (circa 1789 – 1848).

Scope:  In the spring of 1789, a long festering conflict between French monarchy and the nobility erupted into a new political crisis.  this crisis was like none other; by the time it had run its course, the very fabric of French society would be tore apart.  The power of the First and Second Estates in France was challenged and forever altered.  Politically, socially, and culturally, neither France nor Europe would ever be the same.  The leveling effect of the Revolution would allow Napoleon to seize power. The European reaction to the French Revolution and Napoleon at the Congress of Vienna was to redraw the map of Europe in an effort to promote peace and stability.  Efforts at peace and stability would provide neither as the conservative policies put forth by the Concert System sought to stem the tides of nationalism and liberalism.  Revolutions would occur throughout Europe during this age of Romance and Reaction. 

Unit V:  The Industrial Revolution/Movements of Social Protest/Unification Movements in Italy and Germany.

Scope:  By the 1830's Europe was headed toward becoming an industrial society; only England

had already achieved this status.  Many groups formed both in support or in opposition to industrialization.  These were years of uncertainty for entrepreneurs as well as for workers and artisans.  People knew one mode of life was passing on, but no one knew what would replace it. Industrialization impacted other movements as well, such as nationalism. Nations would seek unification not only for political means, but to develop and master industry in their countries, which would lead to increase competition among nations and would eventually lead to the new age of imperialism during the latter half of the nineteenth century. 

Unit VI:  Imperialism, Alliances, and World War I.

Scope:  The period from 1870 – 1914 saw European nations extend their influence and control over the rest of the world.  By the turn of the 20th century, Africa was almost completely controlled by European nations.  European political and economic power also extended into Asia.  The New Age of Imperialism gave rise to an arms race which when coupled with the explosive issue of nationalism and the new alliances of the century, paved the way to 

World War I.  

Unit VII:  The Years Between the Two Wars:  1918 – 1939.

Scope:  The years after World War I were a period of readjustment, marked by political instability, economic depression, and social unrest.  The political experiments following the war failed and  economic and social normality proved elusive.  By the end of the 1920's, the political path had been paved for the brutal authoritarian governments and international aggression that characterized the 1930' and 1940's. 

Unit VIII:  The Second World War:  The Failure to Maintain the Peace.

Scope:  The years between 1919 and 1939 saw a series of economic and international crises that combined together to bring about the rise of authoritarian governments.  These authoritarian rulers pursued aggressive militaristic policies cloaked behind the mask of nationalism.  The failure of the League of Nations and the peace loving nations to respond to the threat to world peace convinced the dictators of their ability to be successful in their expansionist pursuits.

Unit IX:  The Cold War – Europe since 1945.

Scope:  The hopes for peace following the defeat of the Nazis were shattered with a new conflict:  Communism v. Democracy.  This so-called "Cold War" was more of a tension between the two sides, as each probed the other seeking weakness or lack of resolve.  Periodically, the Cold War erupted into a "hot war" with the two side shooting at each other, usually through some third party.  

Unit X:  The Collapse of Communism:  A New Europe in the late 20th century.

Scope:  The decades of the 20th century saw the collapse of the Soviet Union and its subject states.  This rapid and astonishing series of events will continue to have significant economic as well as political ramifications.
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