Dutch Republic DBQ
1. Identify and analyze REASONS for the decline of the  Dutch Republic in the period, 1650-1713.
Historical Background: In 1650 the Dutch Republic, a political union of seven provinces, was a formidable commercial, financial, and naval power. the wealthiest and most powerful province was Holland, dominated by the influential merchant elite of Amsterdam, the leading banking and trading center in Europe. For the Dutch Republic, the period from 12650 to the Peace of Utrecht (1713) was one of shifting alliances and a series of military conflicts with other European powers.

	 Document 1 THE DUTCH REPUBLIC AND RIVA STATES IN THE LATE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY
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	 Document 2

	 BALTIC SEA TRADE 1645-1695
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	Document 3

	ESTIMATED LOSSES TO MERCHANT SHIPPING

IN THE THREE ANGLO-DUTCH WARS, 1652-1674

	 Dutch Ships Seized by the English
	2,000-2,700

	 English Ships Seized by the Dutch
	500


	 Document 4

	The Treaty of Dover, 1670

	 The king of France promises to pay to the king of England two million livres. Each of the allied sovereigns will then jointly declare war on the Dutch Republic. The king of France will defray all expenses of the campaign by land. For the war by sea the king of England will arm at least 70 warships.




	 Document 5 

	Konrad Van Beuningen, Dutch ambassador to England, 
Letter to the government of the Dutch Republic, 1672

	 England's interest consists in continuing or encouraging war between the Dutch Republic and France. Either these Dutch lands will become permanently a theater of war or they will be overwhelmed or flooded, in either case ruining our commerce.




	 Document 6

	The Dutch Republic, government report, 1674

	 Differences arose with regard to the election of a military commander to lead the troops. Toward the end of 1671, the mutual distrust among the Dutch provinces hindered deliberations on how to oppose the violent attacks of Louis XIV.


	Document 7

	National Debt of the Dutch Republic (in guilders)

	 YEAR
	 DEBT

	 1688
	 30,000,000

	 1713
	 148,000,000

	
	


	 Document 8 

	Dutch colonial administrator, 
letter to the directors of the Dutch East India Company, 1705

	 The profits of our East Indian trade have turned into losses, the java trade is declining, and the commercial competition from the English, French, Portuguese, Chinese, and Muslims in Asia cannot be checked.

	


	 Document 9 

	Englishman resident in the Dutch Republic, 
letter about the Dutch reaction to losses suffered in the War of the Spanish Succession, 1709

	 The cries of widows, orphans, and tender virgins, deprived of their husbands, fathers and young men, prevail. Dutch armies, allied with the English in his war against France, have suffered extremely: they have not a hundred men left in each battalion out of a total of thirty battalions that engaged the French at the beginning of the war.
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