Unit 7: Absolutism 


In the 1500 and 1600, European and Asia leaders wanted to centralize their power.

This led to Absolutism or Absolute Rule:

A political system in which a monarch has complete authority over the government and the lives 
of the people in the nation.  

These monarchs justified being in power through DIVINE RIGHT.

The idea that the ruler’s power and authority comes directly from God; the king is God’s representative on earth and disobeying the king would be like disobeying God. 





END OF ABSOLUTE POWER IN ENGLAND:

England limits the power of their monarchs through laws and establishing a Parliament.




I. The Age of Absolutism (1600s-1700s) 
A) The Age of Absolutism was the period in European history when nations were governed (ruled) by absolute monarchs. 

B) The term “monarch” means “king.” Absolute monarchs were kings who had total control over the nations that they ruled. 

C) Key characteristics/features of absolute monarchs: 

1) Absolute monarchs centralized political control, which means that they did not share power with anyone else. 

2) Absolute monarchs believed in Divine Right, which was the idea that kings received their power to rule directly from God. 

3) Absolute monarchs believed that their power was unlimited. They made laws without the consent (approval) of the people. 

D) Some important absolute monarchs include: 

1) Peter the Great- He was the absolute monarch of Russia. He also westernized Russia, which means that he imitated the customs and traditions of countries in Western Europe in order to strengthen his nation. 

2) Louis XIV- He was the absolute monarch of France. 

3) Philip II- He was the absolute monarch of Spain. 

4) Henry VIII- He was the absolute monarch of England. 

5) Suleiman the Magnificent- He was the absolute monarch of the Ottoman Empire. 

6) NOTE: In addition to knowing that these men were absolute monarchs, the Regents also wants you to know that Peter the Great, Louis XIV, and Suleiman the Magnificent helped expand (enlarge) the territory of their nations by taking over neighboring lands. 

THE INTELLECTUAL REVOLUTIONS OF EUROPE 
I. Scientific Revolution (1500s-1600s) 
A) The Scientific Revolution was a sudden and dramatic change in how people viewed the world. 

B) During the Scientific Revolution, science and reason (logic) were used to explain how the world worked. People no longer turned only to the Bible and the Catholic Church for answers. 

C) Key people of the Scientific Revolution: 

1) Copernicus- Astronomer who developed the Heliocentric Theory- The idea that the planets revolve around the sun. 

2) Galileo Galilei- Astronomer who proved that Copernicus was correct. He was put on trial by the Catholic Church because his ideas contradicted (went against) its teachings. 

3) Sir Isaac Newton- Mathematician and astronomer who developed calculus and the theory of gravity. 

4) Johannes Kepler- Astronomer who helped discover how planets move. 

D) Key effects (results) of the Scientific Revolution: 

1) It resulted in the spread of new ideas throughout Europe. 

2) It challenged the traditional authority (power) of the Catholic Church since European scientists proved that many Church teachings were incorrect. 

3) The new ideas of this period directly led to the Enlightenment (SEE NEXT TOPIC). 

II. The Enlightenment (1700s) 
A) The Enlightenment was the period in European history when reason (logic) was used to understand and improve society. In fact, the Enlightenment is often called “The Age of Reason.” 

B) Key ideas of the Enlightenment: 

1) Enlightenment philosophers believed that society could be improved by using reason (logic) and natural law (universal rules that are always true). 

2) Enlightenment philosophers believed that governments receive their authority (power) from the people (NOT from God). 

3) Enlightenment philosophers believed in democracy (a gov’t where the people have a say). 

4) NOTE: The Regents likes you to know that the Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment both encouraged the spread of new ideas and the use of reason. 

C) Key people of the Enlightenment: 

1) John Locke- He believed that all people have natural rights (the right to life, liberty, and property). He also said that people have the right to overthrow governments that fail to protect these rights. 

2) Baron de Montesquieu- In order to prevent kings from being too strong, he believed that power in government should be divided into three branches (executive, legislative, judicial) so that there is a separation of powers and a system of checks and balances. 

3) Voltaire- He believed that everyone is entitled to freedom of speech and freedom of religion. 

4) Rousseau- He believed that society is a social contract (an agreement in which all people agree to work for the common good of society). 

D) Key effects (results) of the Enlightenment: 

1) Since Enlightenment philosophers believed that people can overthrow unfair governments, the Enlightenment helped cause political revolutions in France, Latin America, and the United States 

2) Enlightened Despots- These were European kings and queens who believed in Enlightenment ideas and ruled using Enlightenment principles (ideas). 
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Name ______________________________    Unit 8 Absolutism and Constitutionalism
Absolutism – Regents Questions

	1.The theory justifying a monarch’s rule by God’s authority is called

1. laissez faire 


2. predestination

3. totalitarianism 

4. divine right
2.One similarity in the rule of Peter the Great, Suleiman I, and Louis XIV is that each leader

(1) shared power with a legislature

(2) practiced religious toleration

(3) expanded his territory

(4) decreased the amount of taxes collected
3. Many European monarchs of the 1600s maintained that they should have absolute power to rule because they

(1) needed to defend their nations against threats from the Western Hemisphere

(2) thought that all people should have the right to a good ruler

(3) had been given their power to govern from God

(4) thought that communism was the superior political system
4. A similarity between Peter the Great of Russia and Deng Xiaoping of the People’s Republic of China was that each

(1) resisted economic and social reforms in his country

(2) rejected the culture of his country in favor of a foreign culture

(3) promoted economic and technological modernization of his country

(4) experienced foreign invasions of his country that almost succeeded
5.One way in which Alexander II, Catherine the Great, and Boris Yeltsin played similar roles in Russian history was that they

(1) led communist revolutions
 

(2) were subjects of Stalinist purges

(3) encouraged reforms 

(4)  supported territorial expansion

	“. . . Finally, gather together all that we have said, so great and so august [important], about royal authority. You have seen a great nation united under one man: you have seen his sacred power, paternal and absolute: you have seen that secret reason which directs the body politic, enclosed in one head: you have seen the image of God in kings, and you will have the idea of majesty of kingship.  God is holiness itself, goodness itself, power itself, reason itself. In these things consists the divine majesty. In their reflection consists the majesty of the prince. . . .”

— Jacques-Benigne Bossuet
6.Which concept is associated with this quotation?

1) direct democracy 
2) socialism

3) imperialism 

4) divine right

7.Which individual most likely opposed the form of government described in this quotation?

1) Ivan the Terrible         3) John Locke

2) Thomas Hobbes         4) Louis XIV
-------------------------------------------------------

8. Many European monarchs of the 1600s maintained that they should have absolute power to rule because they

(1) needed to defend their nations against threats from the Western Hemisphere

(2) thought that all people should have the right to a good ruler

(3) had been given their power to govern from God

(4) thought that communism was the superior political system
9.A similarity between Peter the Great of Russia and Deng Xiaoping of the People’s Republic of China was that each

(1) resisted economic and social reforms in his country

(2) rejected the culture of his country in favor of a foreign culture

(3) promoted economic and technological modernization of his country

(4) experienced foreign invasions of his country that almost succeeded


	illustration below and on your knowledge of social

studies.
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10. Which individual supported the theory

represented in this illustration?

(1) Socrates 

(3) Dante

(2) Ptolemy 

(4) Galileo

11. Which pair of ideas were central to the Scientific

Revolution?

(1) social stability and economic self-sufficiency

(2) observation and experimentation

(3) technology and military expansion

(4) scarcity and interdependence

12 Which statement about the Scientific Revolution

in Europe is accurate?

(1) The existence of natural laws was rejected.

(2) Scientists questioned traditional beliefs about

the universe.

(3) New ideas supported the geocentric theory of

Ptolemy.

(4) The Bible was used to justify new scientific

findings.

13. Galileo Galilei and Sir Issac Newton are most

closely associated with

(1) initiating religious reforms

(2) leading political revolutions

(3) conducting investigative experiments

(4) engaging in foreign conquests
14. One way in which the Scientific Revolution and

the Enlightenment were similar is that they

(1) encouraged the spread of new ideas

(2) strengthened traditional institutions

(3) led to the Protestant Reformation

(4) rejected Renaissance individualism


	15. Which pair correctly links the region where Enlightenment ideas first developed to a region to which those ideas spread? 
(1) Asia → eastern Europe 
(2) Africa → southeastern Asia 
(3) western Europe → the Americas
 (4) eastern Africa → India 

16. Baron de Montesquieu believed that a separation of powers would 
(1) prevent tyranny by acting as a check on power 
(2) restore authority to the Roman Catholic Church
 (3) increase corruption of political authority (4) decrease the power of the middle class

Base your answer to question 25 on the passage below and on your knowledge of social studies. … Nor is there liberty if the power of judging is not separate from legislative power and from executive power. If it were joined to legislative power, the power over the life and liberty of the citizens would be arbitrary, for the judge would be the legislator. If it were joined to executive power, the judge could have the force of an oppressor.… —Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws 
17.  In this passage, Montesquieu is making reference to 
(1) an enlightened despotism
 (2) a policy of mercantilism
 (3) a separation of powers
 (4) a social contract


This means they wanted all the ruling to come from one place, not divided like in feudalism.





Monarch =


King or queen





Czar =


Russian government Leader





ABSOLUTE RULERS





Peter the Great


Russia - Czar





Wanted to Westernize 


Russia to make it more like European countries – For example, he began to industrialize Europe and made Russian adopt European clothing and shave their beards … unless they paid the “beard tax”





Used force and terror to achieve his goals





Louis XIV


France, known as the Sun King





“I am State”





Strengthened the French Monarchy and demanded complete loyalty from his people, built a strong army and imposed heavy taxes





Built the Palace of Versailles





Left France bankrupt 





CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY: A GOVERNMENT IN WHICH POWER IS SHARED BETWEEN THE KING/QUEEN AND A PARLIAMENT.


In England, this government was established through a series of documents and events:





MAGNA CARTA


(1215)





Document that limited


 the king’s power over his subjects’ lives and property





GLORIOUS REVOLUTION


(1688)


Bloodless overthrow of the English government, established that the English Parliament had power


 over the monarch





ENGLISH BILL OF RIGHTS


(1689)


Document the protected citizen’s rights and limited power of the monarchy








