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GLOBAL HISTORY REVIEW –

 NEED TO KNOW VOCABULARY West African Kingdoms

Savanna

Gold-Salt trade

Ghana

Mali

Mansa Musa

Islam

Timbuktu

Songhai

Ibn Battuta

_____________________________________________

Most covered topics in the Regents questions:

1. _____________________________________

2. _____________________________________

3. _____________________________________

4. _____________________________________
African Kingdoms - Regents Questions

15. Which civilization best completes the heading of the partial outline below?
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(1) Benin 

(3) Mali

(2) Kush 

(4) Egyptian
16. Historians value the writings of Marco Polo and Ibn Battuta because they

(1) serve as primary sources about trade and culture

(2) provide the basis for European holy books

(3) include advice on how to be a democratic ruler

(4) present unbiased views of life in Africa and Asia
13. A major contribution of the Golden Age of Islam was the

(1) development of mercantilism

(2) creation of the first polytheistic religion

(3) spread of democratic ideals

(4) advancement of mathematics and science
11. Which economic activity was the basis for most of the wealth and power of the West African

       empires of Ghana and Mali?

(1) hunting and gathering

(2) farming and cattle ranching

(3) trading in salt and gold

(4) working in bronze and brass
10. Which statement about the Golden Age of Islam is a fact rather than an opinion?

(1) Islamic art was more abstract than Greek art.

(2) Muslims were the best early mathematicians.

(3) Islamic society preserved Greek and Roman culture.

(4) Muslim artists had more talent than European artists.
16.

• Timbuktu is known as a great center of learning and trade.

• Walls of Great Zimbabwe reveal a powerful and rich society.

• Complex culture produces brass sculptures in Benin.

      What generalization can be made on the basis of these statements?

(1) Religious beliefs were the most important element in many African societies.

(2) Some African societies achieved a high level of economic and cultural development.

(3) North African societies were more advanced than South African societies.

(4) Most African societies were hundreds of years behind Asian societies in using technology.
12.  The travels of Marco Polo and of Ibn Battuta were similar in that these travels

(1) led to nationalistic movements

(2) helped to spread the ideas of religious leaders

(3) stimulated the expansion of trade

(4) supported democratic forms of government

13 Which statement about the geography of Africa is most accurate?

(1) Much of the land in Africa is below sea level.

(2) The variety of geographic barriers has served to promote cultural diversity.

(3) Africa has an irregular coastline with many natural harbors.

(4) Much of the land in Africa is tundra and forest.
8. Which heading best completes the partial outline below?
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(1) Achievements of Feudal Societies

(2) Inventions During the Neolithic Revolution

(3) Issues of the Protestant Reformation

(4) Contributions of the Islamic Civilization
Base your answer to question 9 on the map below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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9 The routes shown on the map illustrate the

(1) spread of Christianity
 
(3) expansion of apartheid

(2) shift in European population 
(4) pattern of the Bantu migrations

Base your answers to questions 19 and 20 on the map below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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19. Which civilization was located at the mouth of the Niger River?

(1) Ghana 


(3) Benin

(2) Congo 


(4) Ashanti

20. Which statement about the civilizations of Africa before 1901 can best be inferred by the  

       information on the map?

(1) Christianity and Islam played a minor role in the development of African civilizations.

(2) Most African civilizations existed for only a few years.

(3) Very little interaction occurred between these civilizations.

(4) African civilizations were located in a variety of physical environments.

2.  How did topography and climate affect the history of Africa?

(1) The slave trade declined in western Africa.

(2) Islam spread into southern Africa.

(3) European colonization of central Africa was delayed.

(4) Trade increased between southern and northern Africa.

Base your answer to question 11 on the map below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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11. What is a valid conclusion that can be reached by studying this map?

(1) Africans had centralized governments during the age of European feudalism.

(2) African kingdoms did not exist before the Europeans arrived in Africa.

(3) African civilizations existed only in southern Africa.

(4) Africa’s civilizations established many trade routes to India.

15 The wealth and power of Mali’s ruler, Mansa Musa, were significant because they contributed

      to the

(1) start of the Crusades

(2) spread of Islam

(3) growth of European imperialism

(4) rise of Arab nationalism
14.         “. . . The King is a declared enemy of the Jews. He will not allow any to live in the city. If he hears it said that a Berber merchant frequents them or does business with them, he confiscates his goods. There are in Timbuktu numerous judges, teachers, and priests, all properly appointed by the king. He greatly honors learning. Many handwritten books imported from Barbary are also sold. There is more profit made from this commerce than from all other merchandise. . . .”

— Leo Africanus, The Description of Africa, 1526

This passage suggests Timbuktu was a city that

(1) participated frequently in war

(2) emphasized literacy and trade

(3) protected the human rights of all citizens

(4) selected political leaders through democratic elections

10. The West African kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, and Songhai experienced economic prosperity 

       because they all

(1) controlled vast reserves of oil and gold

(2) traded with many other nations

(3) maintained highly structured feudal systems

(4) solved tribal conflicts within their empires
14 Ibn Battuta and Marco Polo were similar in that both

(1) ruled over vast empires that included diverse peoples

(2) produced written records of their extensive travels

(3) converted thousands of people to Christianity

(4) fought to free their people from Mongol rule
18 The spread of Islam into the kingdoms of Ghana and Mali resulted from

(1) imperialism 
(3) cultural diffusion

(2) ethnocentrism 
(4) self-determination
22.
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From this evidence, a social scientist could conclude that the tour visited sites that reflect the

culture of the

(1) Mughal Empire of South Asia

(2) Ottoman Empire

(3) African civilizations of West Africa

(4) Frankish Empire
11 Between A.D. 800 and 1600, the West African city of Timbuktu became prosperous with the

     trading of

(1) spices and silk 

(3) gold and salt

(2) iron ore and coal 

(4) rifles and diamonds

8 Which statement explains a cause rather than an effect of the Bantu migration between 500 B.C.

    and A.D. 1500?

(1) Techniques for herding and cultivating were spread to other peoples.

(2) More than sixty million people now speak a Bantu language.

(3) Trading cities developed along the coast of east Africa.

(4) Population increases put pressure on agriculture.
11 The journals of early travelers such as Ibn Battuta of Morocco, Zheng He of China, and Mansa

     Musa of Mali are examples of

(1) primary sources describing observations of the travelers

(2) works of fiction intended to describe the adventures of the travelers

(3) secondary sources that record the travelers’ interpretations of history

(4) outdated resources for historical research
12 The Tang dynasty of China, the Gupta Empire of India, and the Mali Empire of Africa were similar

      in that each experienced a period of

(1) prosperity and artistic creativity

(2) feudalism and oppression

(3) war and constant invasion

(4) mercantilism and industrial expansion
11 The rise of the West African kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, and Songhai can be attributed to

(1) their emphasis on nationalism

(2) the spread of Christianity

(3) the rise of European imperialism

(4) their locations near the trans-Sahara trade routes

12 

Mansa Musa commissioned great mosques to be built in Timbuktu, Mali’s capital, and in other Mali cities. Under Musa’s patronage, Muslim scholarship flourished, and Timbuktu began its tenure as

an important center of learning. This public display of wealth and power enhanced Mali’s reputation and prestige throughout the world. 

  Which phrase best describes Mali under the rule of Mansa Musa?

(1) a golden age

(2) a poverty-stricken era

(3) a decade of colonial unrest

(4) a period of political chaos
13 Which term best completes the partial outline below?
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(1) Use of gunpowder

(2) Trade of gold and salt

(3) Development of Hammurabi’s Code

(4) Distribution of the printing press
3 Which statement concerning how geography has influenced Africa is most accurate?

1 The lack of natural barriers has made it easy to conquer Africa.

2 The expanse of the Sahara Desert has encouraged trade to develop in this region.

3 The rainfall in the Sahel has provided Africa with most of its crops.

4 The topography of Africa has limited migration and economic development.

10 One conclusion that can be reached from the evidence about Mansa Musa’s rule of Mali is that

1 Christianity was a dominant religion in Africa in ancient times

2 complex civilizations existed in West Africa before the arrival of Europeans

3 trade was not necessary for a civilization to survive

4 the slave trade originated in West Africa
Base your answer to question 14 on the map below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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14 Which conclusion can be drawn from the information provided by the map?

(1) Songhai was the inhabited area of Africa.

(2) The Sahara Desert blocked Songhai’s trade with other parts of Africa.

(3) Songhai traded exclusively with central and eastern Africa.

(4) Rivers and overland trade routes helped Songhai become powerful.
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6 Which point of view about the culture of Mali does Ibn Battuta express in this passage?

1 It was considered more primitive than those of the rest of the world.

2 It was heavily influenced by European culture.

3 It was centered around peace and justice.

4 It was generally concerned with establishing democratic principles.
7 The contributions of the Golden Age of Islamic civilization include

1 advances in mathematics

2 irrigation systems

3 polytheistic beliefs

4 gunpowder and guns

8 A similarity between the ancient western African kingdoms of Mali, Ghana, and Songhai is that

    these kingdoms

1 limited the power of their rulers

2 practiced Christianity

3 established economies based on trade

4 isolated themselves from contact with other culture
Africa’s varied climates and terrains contributed to the development of diverse societies on the continent. Africa played an important role in 


the global trading network and powerful kingdoms developed to control the trade routes.
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Africa has


Rain Forest


in the middle of 


the continent along the equator.











Sahara


Desert,


 located in


 northern Africa,


it is the world’s largest desert.  


The Sahara is hot and dry with very little vegetation.  Travel is difficult.








AFRICA’S MAJOR GEOGRAPHIC FEATURES:














A small area of Mediterranean Climate exists in South Africa; 


this supplies good


 farmland to that region.








Grassy plains, known as


Savannas, 


have good soil and climate 


for farming. These are the 


most populated areas.








Geographic barriers created cultural diversity throughout Africa





GOLD AND SALT TRADE ROUTES





Even thought there were many geographic barriers in Africa, people still traveled


within Africa and beyond.





Much of this travel was from


TRADE.





Africa’s GOLD, SALT, iron, copper and other minerals were important goods in early trade networks.





 


The GOLD-SALT TRADE in Africa gave rise to a series of powerful kingdoms in West Africa.





GHANA AND MALI





SONGHAI





SONGHAI 


(1464-1600)








GHANA (750-1200)





MALI


(1240-1400)





Mali extended their empire by 


controlling gold mines.  


Mali’s rulers adopted Islam.  


Their ruler, Mansa Musa, made a pilgrimage to Mecca. He brought back Arab scholars and turned the capital city of Timbuktu into a center of learning.





Songhai established a 


trading network into Europe.  


The common people and the leaders adopted Islam.





The first West African kingdom was Ghana.  


The rulers power came from their ability to tax gold and salt.





Major Contributions of the


GOLDEN AGE OF 


ISLAM


Math and Science – advances in algebra, Astronomy and medicine


Preserved Greek and Roman culture











   Ibn Battuta:


   Muslim traveler


   and historian


who traveled the


Islamic world and write about his travels.





*Often asked about on the exam with


Marco Polo
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