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Pax Romana – Rome’s Golden Age
200 years of peace in Rome that began when Augustus was the ruler

During this time, the Roman Empire spread peace and stability over a large area of the world.




After Rome, the Byzantine Empire blended Greek, Roman and Christian influences and helped to spread them to other areas of the world.  It spread through Northern Africa, Spain, Italy, Greece, Egypt and Asia Minor; the capital of the empire was Constantinople.

The Byzantine Empire is known for TRADE and ….



GLOBAL HISTORY REVIEW: 

NEED TO KNOW VOCABULARY: GREECE – ROME – BYZANTINE EMPIRE

Greece & Rome: Greece (1750BCE-133BCE) & Rome (509 BCE- 476 CE)

	Concepts/Terms
	Events 
	People 

	Political systems: (democracy, direct democracy, aristocracy, monarchy, oligarchy, republic)

City-states- Athens, Sparta 

Twelve Tables
Mediterranean Sea 
	Pax Romana

Hellenistic Age 

golden age 

Road systems

Division of Rome 
	Pericles 

Socrates, Aristotle & Plato

Alexander the Great
Augustus


	Terms 
	Define 
	Way to remember 

	City-State
	
	

	Athens


	
	

	Sparta


	
	

	Hellenistic Culture


	
	

	Alexander the Great


	
	

	Pax Romana


	
	

	Twelve Tables


	
	

	Code of Justinian 


	
	


Most covered topics in the Regents questions:

	1


	3

	2


	4


7. What was one effect of Alexander the Great’s conquests?

(1) expansion of Hellenistic culture

(2) formation of the Christian church

(3) decreased importance of the Silk Roads

(4) increased support of the Mayan leaders
10. The Justinian Code is considered a milestone because it

(1) preserved many ancient Chinese legal decrees in writing

(2) served as a model for European legal systems

(3) became the first democratic constitution

(4) united Muslim and Roman thought
4. Which statement about Greek civilization is an opinion rather than a fact?

(1) Boys in Sparta were trained to be soldiers.

(2) Athens had a better culture than that of Sparta.

(3) Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle were Greek philosophers.

(4) Many adults in Athens did not have the right to vote.
6.

• Roman women could own property.

• Roman women could make wills leaving their property to whomever they chose.

A valid conclusion drawn from these facts is that Roman women

(1) had the right to vote

(2) enjoyed some legal rights

(3) were equal to men

(4) could hold political offices
8.  Which empire had the greatest influence on the development of early Russia?

(1) Roman 

(3) Egyptian

(2) Byzantine 

(4) British
3. What was one cause of the development of many small independent city-states in ancient 

    Greece?

(1) Greece and Rome were often at war.

(2) The mountainous terrain of Greece resulted in widely scattered settlements.

(3) Military leaders found small Greek settlements easy to control.

(4) The Greek people had many different languages and religions.
16. Which action would best complete this partial outline?
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Byzantine Heritage

A Blended Christian beliefs with
Greek art and philosophy

B. Extended Roman engineering

achievements

C. Preserved literature and science
textbooks





(1) Adapted the Roman principles of justice

(2) Used a senate as the chief governing body

(3) Led crusades to capture Rome from the Huns

(4) Helped maintain Roman rule over western Europe
5. Olympic games, the poems of Homer, and Hellenistic culture are associated with which 

    ancient civilization?

(1) Egyptian 

           (3) Roman

(2) Greek 


(4) Phoenician
7. One effect of rugged, mountainous geography on the civilization of ancient Greece was the 

     development of

(1) absolute monarchies

(2) separate, independent city-states

(3) extensive trade with the Persians

(4) belief in one God
44. The Twelve Tables, Justinian’s Code, and the English Bill of Rights are similar in that each 

      addresses the issue of

(1) social mobility

(2) economic development

(3) the individual and the state

(4) the importance of religion
8. In a comparison of the ancient cities of Athens and Sparta, Sparta placed more emphasis on

(1) education

(2) military service

(3) family order

(4) human rights

9. One way in which the Twelve Tables and Justinian’s Code were similar is that both

    provided

(1) a standardized system of laws

(2) a means of achieving social equality

(3) the freedom to pursue their own religion

(4) the right to a public education
10.  After the western Roman Empire fell to Germanic invaders in the 5th century A.D., the 

       eastern part of the empire eventually became known as the

(1) Byzantine Empire

(2) Carthaginian Empire

(3) Islamic Empire

(4) Persian Empire
12. The Age of Pericles in Athens, the Gupta Empire in India, and the Tang dynasty in China all   

      experienced a golden age with

(1) advancements in the principles of democratic governments

(2) outstanding contributions in the arts and sciences

(3) the end of foreign domination

(4) the furthest expansion of their borders
5. An important factor that prevented the ancient Greek city-states from uniting to form a single 

    nation was the

(1) lack of a common language

(2) size of the desert regions

(3) mountainous topography of the region

(4) cold, hostile climate
6. China under the Han dynasty and the Roman Empire were similar in that both grew wealthy  

    because they

(1) developed extensive trade networks

(2) created classless societies

(3) encouraged democratic ideals

(4) established free-market economies
41. Which heading best completes the partial outline below?
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(1) Political Developments of the City-State of Athens

(2) Effects of the Roman Empire on Economic Development

(3) Influence of Belief Systems on Byzantine Society

(4) Achievements of the Age of Enlightenment
6. Hammurabi’s Code, the Ten Commandments, and the Twelve Tables were all significant to 

    their societies because they established

(1) democratic governments

(2) official religions

(3) rules of behavior

(4) economic systems
50.  Which geographic characteristic is shared by both Greece and Japan?

(1) navigable rivers

(2) irregular coastline

(3) tropical rain forests

(4) abundant mineral resources
5.  The Code of Hammurabi and the Twelve Tables were designed to

(1) create a stable society

(2) promote peaceful relations with other cultures

(3) provide a framework for the development of democracy

(4) emphasize the importance of life after death
7.  Constantinople became the center of the Byzantine Empire because

(1) the pope had made it the capital of the Christian world

(2) it was a religious center for Muslims

(3) its location made it the crossroads of Europe and Asia

(4) it was geographically isolated from surrounding empires
4. The ideals developed in the Athens of Pericles and in Republican Rome influenced the 

    development of

(1) a parliament in Britain

(2) military juntas in Latin America

(3) a communist government in China

(4) a theocracy in Iran
48. One way in which the Twelve Tables, the Justinian Code, and the Napoleonic Code were 

      similar is that they

(1) emphasized social equality

(2) provided a written set of laws

(3) established democratic governments

(4) proposed economic goals
4.  One way in which the Han dynasty and the Roman Empire were similar is that both

(1) governed large areas around the Mediterranean Sea

(2) created democratic societies in which people elected their government officials

(3) developed a social system in which great equality existed

(4) promoted unity and communication by building a strong system of roads
13. What is a major contribution of the Byzantine Empire to global history?

(1) preservation of Greek and Roman culture

(2) construction of the pyramids

(3) expansion of equal rights

(4) invention of writing
46.  One way in which the Twelve Tables of Rome, the Code of Hammurabi, and the Justinian 

       Code were similar is that they established

(1) trade agreements with neighboring countries

(2) tolerance for the different religions of their people

(3) written legal systems

(4) social class equality
7. How did geography influence the development of ancient Greece?

(1) Rich farmland led to dependence on agriculture.

(2) Excellent harbors encouraged seafaring trade.

(3) Flat plains made centralized rule possible.

(4) Tropical climate discouraged urban development.
10. The Eastern Orthodox Church and the Cyrillic alphabet originated in the Byzantine Empire.  

      What does the practice of this religion and the use of this alphabet in Russia indicate?

(1) Russia was conquered by the Byzantine Empire.

(2) Russia’s leaders eliminated the influence of the Mongols.

(3) Russia was influenced by cultural diffusion.

(4) Russia’s geographic isolation led to cultural diversity.
10.  Which development in Russian history led to the other three?

(1) Orthodox Christianity was adopted in Russia.

(2) Trade developed along rivers linking Russia and the Byzantine Empire.

(3) The Cyrillic alphabet became the basis of Russian written language.

(4) Russian rulers took the title of czar, or Caesar.
5.  The importance of the Code of Hammurabi, the Twelve Tables, and the Justinian Code is  

     that they

(1) established legal principles

(2) instituted democratic governments

(3) provided religious freedom

(4) promoted equality for all classes
12. The Byzantine Empire made its most important contribution to civilizations by

(1) recognizing the Pope as the head of the Byzantine Church

(2) preserving much of the Greco-Roman heritage

(3) establishing trade routes to the Americas

(4) encouraging the spread of Buddhism

9  Which cultural element spread from the Byzantine Empire to early Russia?

(1) Latin language

(2) democratic ideas

(3) Orthodox Christianity

(4) silk cloth
5  An important contribution of the Byzantine Empire to Russia is the establishment in Russia of

(1) Orthodox Christianity

(2) representative democracy

(3) a free-market economy

(4) a jury system
48. Which factor was common to the societies in ancient Athens (6th–5th centuries B.C.) and in 

      Renaissance Italy (A.D. 1400)?

(1) Leaders were elected by a parliament.

(2) Humanism was the central philosophy.

(3) Civil liberties were given to all inhabitants.

(4) Rich landowners had little power.
50.  A similarity of the rule of the ancient Mongols and the ancient Greeks is that both

(1) protected the human rights of the peoples they controlled

(2) destroyed the civilizations they defeated

(3) remained isolated and peaceful for centuries

(4) established vast empires and spread their cultures to the people they conquered
GREECE – ROME – BYZANTINE EMPIRE





Often asked about with Japan





GREECE








GEOGRAPHY:


Greece is a large mountainous peninsula surrounded by 


hundreds of islands in the Mediterranean Sea.


 


Greece has an irregular coastline which creates many natural harbors (good for trade)











City-State (polis):


a city that acts as an 


independent nation/country.  








 The geography of Greece CAUSED the development 


      of CITY-STATES





Golden


Age





ATHENS





SPARTA








In Athens, individuality, beauty and thinkers were valued. 


Life in Athens was organized around the direct-democracy government; males voted to decided issues in Greece.  Modern day parliaments are modeled after the government in Athens.








Sparta was a military state where strength, discipline and service were valued. Life in Sparta was organized around military needs.








Democracy – a government that is controlled by its citizens





Hellenistic Culture is the blending of Greek, Indian, Egyptian and Persian cultures in language, art, science and literature during the reign of  Alexander the Great





    Philosophy – Greek thinkers tried to use observation 


                           and reason to understand why things happen. 


                           Famous philosophers Socrates, Aristotle and Plato.





    Literature – Greek plays called EPICS.  Greek Poet Homer 


                         wrote epic poems that inspired later writers.





    Architecture – Greeks built temples with beautiful columns,


                             such as the Parthenon in Athens.





    Olympic Games – competitions in sporting events between the city-states
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ROME





The Roman Empire was a REPUBLIC;


 a country ruled by elected officials








Rome often compared to Han Dynasty on test








Major Leaders of the Roman Empire:


Julius Caesar and Augustus





The Roman Empire began on the Italian peninsula and in time spread through Europe, northern Africa and Asia Minor.  Rome became a vast, powerful empire 


before its decline.





Major reasons for the fall of Rome:


1. Overexpansion of empire


2. invasions
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Pax means peace





Law – created a system of written laws called the Twelve Tables.          


*often asked about with the 


Code of Hammurabi and Justinian Code





Roads – Romans built an excellent   


  system of roads that were used for trade.          


*often asked on the test by comparing this 


achievement to the Incas system of roads 








Roman Achievements & Contributions








BYZANTINE EMPIRE








Justinian Code – 


Emperor Justinian collected 


and organized the ancient laws of Rome into a single document known as the Code of Justinian or the Justinian Code. 


This code served as a model for European legal systems


*often asked about with the 


Code of Hammurabi and Twelve Tables








Eastern Orthodox Christian Church -


The Byzantine Empire built their own form of Christianity; differences with the Catholic Church include priest can marry and Greek instead of Latin is used as the main language.








Preservation of Greek and Roman Culture  - also known as


 Greco Roman Culture, 


the Byzantine Empire still used the science, philosophy, arts and literature of Greece and the laws and engineering of the Romans.








Influence on Russia –


The Byzantine Empire influenced Russia in many ways including: a written language and the Cyrillic Alphabet, the Russian Orthodox Church, an autocratic government and art and architecture.
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