
Absolutism 


Had been given their power to govern from God


Centralized power: Decreased power of the nobles


Increase size of Army/Navy 


Gained wealth from taxes 


Warfare


Long Term Effect:


* Longer life expectancy 


* Wealthier


* Increased population


* European became dominate over 


 *Native Americans, Africans, Asians 


Christianity and European prosperity are used as signs that they are chosen by God.


Thus, kings are directly doing the work of God.





Causes 


Reformation: 1500s


Increased exploration


Exploration: 1400-1700


	*Expansion of European power


Commercial Revolution 


  	* rise to middle class 


* allowed for greater social mobility. 


* Decline of Feudalism


* Rise of cities 


* Growth of the middle class


* Breakdown of the Churches authority  








Phillip II of Spain Phillip (1527-1598)





Became the most power monarch of Europe. He expanded his empire believing that god was working through him. He ruled one of the world's largest empires which included territories in every continent then known to Europeans.


Ultimately, Lost in wars and economic decay weakened Spain towards the end of Phillip’s Reign 








Louis XIV (14th) (1638-1715)


Louis was powerful ruler, and is popularly known as the Sun King. He made France the most powerful empire of the time period. But his spending on Versailles and wars led to large debt that weakened France.  The people of France suffered under Louis’s policies and increased central authority, which led them to rejoice at the news of his death.








Peter the Great of Russia (1672-1725)


Peter the Great dominated political rule and life in Russia.  Peter took Russia from a backwards nation and westernized it into a power European empire. Peter’s reforms included control of the Orthodox Church and the nobility, starting Russia’s first newspaper, increasing the role and rights of women in Russia, forcing western education, technology and culture on Russian.  The building of St. Petersburg gave Russia a modern and power city. Thus, Peter was one of Europe most successful leaders.





English Civil War (1642-!645)  and impact 


English Civil War: Fight between Oliver Cromwell (Puritan) vs. Charles I (Royalists)


causes: King’s powers and money 


effects: Charles is executed and English monarchy forced to share power with Parliament


Restoration  


King is brought back to power but power is reduced


Glorious Revolution


Daughter, Mary (Protestant) & husband, William of Orange (Netherlands) overthrow James II = 1688


English Bill of Rights


No suspending of Parliaments Laws


No levying of taxes without a specific grant from Parliament


No penalty for a citizen who petitions the king about grievances


*After 1688, no British monarch could rule without the consent of Parliament


Problem = Monarch & Parliament disagree, no government ( cabinet = link between the two


English Monarchs govern with Parliament in a constitutional monarchy





Effects 


Kings increase nations power but also led their nations in to costly war and debt 


Western Europe increased in power 


Advancements in military technology 


Growth in resentment of king’s power 


Enlightenment- time period where absolutism is challenged-  people developed beliefs about Governments and individual rights.  


Locke( natural rights) Montesquieu ( separations of powers) Voltaire (Freedom of Speech)


American, French and Latin American Revolution over throw monarchy (1776-1820) using the ideas of the enlightenment 








