NEW MONARCHS

Complete the following graphic organizer based on your reading of McKay and other texts. Look for specific examples of how these monarchs used some of the centralizing strategies described on the back of this paper in their particular state.  

	Countries

and “New Monarchs”
	France

Charles VII

Louis XI

Francis I
	England

Henry VII

Henry VIII
	Holy Roman Empire 

Maxmilian I

Charles I (aka Charles V)  
	Spain

Isabella of Castile and Ferdinand of Aragon

	Background to their rise and/or challenges they faced.  
	This family worked to restore the monarchy after the chaos and destruction of the 100 Years War while at the same time facing the growing concern of being surrounded by the Hapsburg Empire.
	Following the Hundred Year’s War, England was plunged into the War of Roses, a civil conflict between 2 factions of nobles. When the war ended in 1485, the Tudors set about rebuilding the power of the state. 


	 The Golden Bull of 1356 stated that the Holy Roman Emperor would be chosen by 7 princes of the HRE who were designated electors. Beginning in the 15th Century, the imperial title was customarily conferred on members of the Hapsburg dynasty. 
	“Spain” did not even exist until the marriage of Ferdinand and Isabella in 1469, and even then, Spain needed to complete the reconquista of the Moors and establish a national identity among its diverse kingdoms. 

	Strategies they used to centralize their power
	
	
	
	


Centralizing Strategies
The state as we know it today did not exist in 1500, yet the New Monarchs of this era were laying the foundations for the modern nation.  To rebuild after the devastation of the fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries, monarchs engaged in similar policies, while at the same time addressing problems unique to their geographic location with more focused policies. General strategies of centralization consisted of the following:

1. Taxation – Securing access to consistent revenue (money)
2. Taming the aristocracy/nobility—Monarchs established that they were more than “first among equals” with other aristocrats by forming alliances with the middle class in towns and creating new nobles as officials, called “nobles of the robe” (because their status came from the official capacities and service to the king)
3. Codifying laws and creating courts—Most nations were still a patchwork of customs, dialects, and legal traditions in 1500, so monarchs attempted to establish royal courts that applied more uniform laws. 
4. Controlling warfare—Medieval armies were private affairs, and thus less reliable.  The New Monarchs worked to make armies and war the sole preserve of the state, which made sense given the increasingly complex nature of war.
5. The advent of gunpowder (that resulted in the production of muskets and cannon) increased the vulnerability of noble armies and their knights 
6. Early bureaucracy and officials—Increased the political influence of the bourgeoisie (at the expense of the nobility)- the bourgeoisie brought in much needed revenues to the Crown.

7. Religious control—The medieval tension between religious and secular authority began to tilt in favor of the latter, even before the Protestant Reformation, as monarchs attempted to assert increased authority over the clergy and the functions of religion within their national boundaries. 
8. Increased the public (national) debt by taking out loans from merchant-bankers.
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	Louis XI “Spider King” (r. 1461-83):

1. Created a large royal army

2. Increased taxes

3. Exerted power over the clergy

4. Actively encouraged economic growth


	War of the Roses (between 1455-1477)

Henry VII (r. 1489-1509):

Reduced the influence of the nobility- Star Chamber (secret trials) 
Henry VII (1509-1547)
The Act of Supremacy (1534- Catholic lands (about 25% of all land in England) were confiscated
	HRE- 300 semi-autonomous German states.

a. Each state had its own foreign policy and wars sometimes occurred between states.

b. The center of Hapsburg power was in Austria and other hereditary states nearby.

1. The HRE was NOT a “New Monarchy”

a. The emperor did not have centralized control, could not levy taxes or raise armies outside of his own hereditary lands (largely around Austria)


	1492, Reconquista & 

Spanish Inquisition- goal to remove Jews and Muslims

Exploration and Empire building


